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here which the student will find new or helpful. The remaining part of 
the volume of essays is by Campbell, and is occupied with matter mostly 
philological. The three essays which occupy the main space are, " On the 
Structure of Plato's Republic, and its relation to other Dialogues," "On 
the Text of this Edition," "On Plato's Use of Language." Campbell 
considers the Republic an artistic whole, having an unmistakable unity of 
design, and regards the theory of Krohn that the Republic is a patchwork 
of several dialogues, written before any of the other works had been com- 
posed, as untenable. There is no space here for reproducing the arguments 
of Campbell. It is of interest to note further that Campbell regards the 
Parmenides, Theaetetus, Sophistes, Politicus, Philebus, Timaeus, Critias, 
and Laws as the latest in composition, and written probably in the order 
named ; while the Republic he regards as belonging to a different and 
earlier group. In the fifty pages given to the explanation of philosophical 
terms (in the essay " On Plato's Use of Language ") not much is to be 
gleaned by the student of philosophy. The terms etSos, ifiea, ovaca, rb ov, 
<t>v(n<s, <uo-0r](ns, So£a, etc., are not defined in such a way as to be of much 
service to any one whose main interest is in philosophy, although one is 
ready to admit that these terms are employed in a vague, misleading, and 
changeable way by Plato, so that the fault is not altogether that of the 
commentator. These objections and complaints are brought from the 
standpoint of the philosophical reader, and not from that of the student of 
literature or philology. By the latter class of readers the work will doubt- 
less be regarded in a very different light. Apart from the desideratum of 
essays explanatory of Plato's philosophic thought, the work admirably 
supplies the need of a reliable, conservative text, and a practically exhaus- 
tive grammatical and historical commentary for the chief of the Platonic 
dialogues. W. A. H. 

Allgemeinheit und Einheit des sittlichen Bewnsstseins. Von Dr. Wil- 
helm Schneider, Dompropst und Professor der Theologie in Paderborn. 
Koln, J. P. Bachem, 1895. — pp. 132. 

The thesis which the author has set out to prove is the familiar one, that 
the ethical codes of all peoples are in complete agreement as far as funda- 
mental principles are concerned, and that the well-known divergence in 
moral judgments and in customs supposed to mirror such judgments is con- 
fined, wherever verifiable as fact, to subordinate details or to the application 
of the principles to the changing conditions of life. This established, our 
author hopes to have taken the ground from under the feet of the " gottlose 
und jenseitslose, auf rein irdische und fleischliche Grundsatze gestiitzte 
Sittlichkeit," represented by such boon companions as Hoffding, Max 
Stirner, Paulsen, Nietzsche, and Wundt. A formal list of the ethical axioms 
is unfortunately nowhere supplied us, but from occasional statements we 
gather that it would not differ materially in type from those made familiar 
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by Scotch Intuitionalism. Whatever may be said of the probable fate of a 
structure built on a very narrow foundation of facts, no one can deny that 
much has been done to make it at least attractive. For it has been taste- 
fully decorated at appropriate points with slurs and thrusts directed against 
the unfortunate Society for Ethical Culture, the equally unfortunate Social 
Democrats, the French, the English, and "den habgierigen Yankee, der sich 
eben so ungern daran erinnern lasst, das sein Land friiher [den Rothhauten] 
gehort hat, als an die Thatsache dass seine Vorfahren als Verbrecher von 
England nach Amerika geschickt worden sind " ! 

Of the various arguments adduced in support of his position, only two are 
worthy of serious consideration, and these are purely negative in character. 
We are clearly shown the impossibility of drawing inferences, as to the 
absence of ethical conceptions and ideals, from the absence of the corre- 
sponding words in the languages of the peoples in question. It is further- 
more demonstrated that many of the so-called atrocities practised by savage 
races are blameless, or sometimes even positively praiseworthy, when judged 
in the light of the beliefs — religious and otherwise — to which they owe 
their origin. With these two points — in themselves, of course, neither new 
nor startling — the value of the book as a contribution to the subject is 
exhausted. No very serious attempt is made to deal with such facts as 
refuse to be disposed of by these explanations. They are either ' explained 
away ' in the sophistical fashion more popular thirty years ago than to-day, 
or else they are treated as fairy tales, or finally, when most convenient, they 
are ignored altogether. The difficulty involved in the existence of the 
double ethical code of tribal morality, is dealt with in a fashion so simple 
that we wonder it has not occurred to any one before. The plan adopted is 
the one well known in the law courts : " No case, abuse the plaintiff's 
attorney." A succession of pages is accordingly filled with violent attacks 
upon the English, Americans, and Spaniards, for their treatment of the 
weaker native races with which they have come in contact. So far does 
the writer allow himself to be carried by his indignation, that he actually 
devotes three entire lines to a hint — couched in terms, of course, calculated 
to spare the feelings of his fellow-countrymen as much as possible — that 
perhaps even the Germans, in their dealings with their new subjects in 
Africa, have not displayed all the delicate consideration for the rights of the 
latter which would naturally have been expected of them. 

Our author has unquestionably chosen a theme with regard to which 
many exaggerated notions prevail, and on which much good work still 
remains to be done. We can but hope that his successors in this field may 
display less biliousness, a less intimate acquaintance with the arts of the 
advocate, and a higher conception of the nature of evidence. 

Frank Chapman Sharp. 



